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A note from the
National Director
As we approach the end of the year, we reflect on how the
COVID -19 pandemic has had and continues to have drastic
effects on the lives of children globally. Socially vulnerable
children and youths have been predominantly impacted resulting in them experiencing homelessness, teenage pregnancies and child marriages. The period has seen an increase in children who have been left hungry, isolated,
abused and anxious. The pandemic is also affecting young people’s mental health
and pushing their families into poverty. As long as children and youths are in these
circumstances, as SOS Children’s Villages we will not just stand by. We are playing
our part by providing quality care and protection for 506 vulnerable children and
youths under our family care programme, 75 under foster care and offering direct
support to over 8 600 vulnerable children and youths through our family strengthening programme. We want to ensure that each child and young person grows up with
the bonds they need to become their strongest selves. We go beyond the basic
needs, focusing on the trust and warmth of strong human connections by building
families for children without.
Changing the world is a decision of the heart and we are truly grateful to all friends of
SOS Children’s Villages who have made 2021 possible despite the several challenges we faced as an organization. Special mention goes to Delta Corporation who supported us in the installation of 2 boreholes at our villages in Bulawayo and Waterfalls.
the generous donation was very instrumental in combating the COVID 19 pandemic
in our villages. A couple of corporates have come on board to support our cause and
we are very grateful although we need more corporates, individual’s and philanthropists to join us in our endeavors to break the cycle of child neglect, abuse and abandonment . We believe the vulnerable children in the country are every citizen’s responsibility. I’m calling you to change the lives of children who are neglected,
abused, orphaned or living in poverty. You have the power to give a child a second
chance in life. In Each child is a future teacher, banker, nurse, doctor, home-maker,
engineer…the possibilities are endless. But possibilities can only happen if you give
to the cause.

Finally, let me take this opportunity to wish you a blessed festive season and a prosperous new year!

Addmore Makunura
National Director
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Commemorating International Day
of the Girl Child on Mai Chisamba Show
In commemoration of the international Day of the Girl Child, SOS Children’s Villag-

es partnered the Mai Chisamba talk show, on the topical issue of how lack of digital
access during the prolonged school closures induced by the COVID–19 national
lockdown affected the girl child. Zimbabwe’s government reported nearly 5,000
teenage girls pregnancies in January and February this year and about 1,800 early
marriages during the same period. The pandemic has caused a great shift in learning and online learning has been accelerated. SOS Children’s Villages through various interventions including raising awareness with the support of communiy leadership, supported the targeted vulnerable beneficiaries in the mining Shamva district as many girls in the district were at a risk of dropping out of school .
On 21 October, SOS Children’s Villages called on various stakeholders based in
Shamva district including Chief Bushu, Department of Social Development , the
Zimbabwe Republic Police, the Child Member of Parliament and others to discuss
the issue of child marriages on Mai Chisamba Show and find possible interventions
to address the issue of child marriages.
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“Childhood vulnerability does not determine destiny”
Darlington Chaparadza is a goal driven
and motivated young man who is making an impact in many young people’s
lives. He credits his motivation to the
warmly love and support he received
from SOS Children’s Villages. “My SOS
mother instilled in me the importance of
giving back to the community. I have always told myself that I will not wear a
genuine smile when my fellow brothers
and sisters aren`t happy too. With that, I
am always motivated and feel the need to
give back to society, country and world at
large as a way of appreciating those that
have supported me to be where I am today”, Darlington said.
Darlington founded the Community Zone Organization in 2017. A youth
led initiative which focuses on supporting young people that have lost
hope towards achieving their dreams through youth oriented activities
such debate, public speaking entrepreneurship training, motivational
talks, charity work, sports and arts. The organization has managed to
reach out to several young people in his community. “Childhood vulnerability does not determine destiny. We are paying tuition fees for 12 young people in primary and secondary school. We have conducted more than 30
online entrepreneurship and life-coaching programs to assist vulnerable
young people”.
Darlington started a poultry project with only US$60. With the profit
earned from the chickens’ sale he built a pig style which will accommodate
3 pigs and piglets. He has also started a mini tuck-shop business with
US$40 were he sells basic groceries to his local community. The business
has yield a profit of more than US$150 to date. “SOS Children’s Villages
taught me to work very hard and to be my brothers’ and sisters’ keeper.
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Darlington completed his studies in 2020 at Great Zimbabwe University,
where he was pursuing a bachelor’s degree in Human Resources Management. “They say success comes through hard work, so having many dreams
means one should work hard to make those dreams a reality. Personally, I
have always dreamt of having my own job”, he said. The young man acquired certificates in Entrepreneurship & Business Development (YALI),
Marketing & Communications (IBMI), Computer packages and operations
(HEXCO) among others. He participates in various programs including
Youth Power, Change Makers Exchange Program, Ignite Youth Awards,
Young African Leadership Initiatives and Grand Initiative Africa. Darlington
plans to pursue a Master’s degree in Business Administration finances permitting or when he gets a scholarship.
Darlington also volunteers at a number of youth organizations such as GAIN
initiative, Greater Harare Omega Leos Club, SOS Children`s Villages, YALI,
Human Right Coalition Zimbabwe and Vimbiso Initiative. He says he draws
inspiration and motivation to do all the voluntary work from the work of
the late Dr Herman Gmeiner the founder SOS Children’s Villages- who supported vulnerable children around the world. Darling believes that,
“Individually we are a drop each but together we are an ocean. I have come to
the realization that we belong to a community whereby one is supposed to
give a listening ear, love and care for each other.”
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A Loving Home for Every Child.

*Not her real name,

Life at *Hlengiwe’s family of origin had so much of needs gaps for her and
her brother. The death of their mother brought more misery as they were left
under the custody of their father who couldn’t manage to adequately look after them. This resulted in his brother being placed at a children’s home close
to their home as he was not the biological son to *Hlengiwe ’s father. Four
year old *Hlengiwe was left behind with her father who continued to struggle
to properly take care of her and provide for her basic needs. Losing her mother at such a young age was a difficult experience for little *Hlengiwe. Suddenly her brother whom she used to spend time with was taken away from her.
*Hlengiwe ’s mother succumbed to cervical cancer. Due to illness she had
been forced to spend most of her time bedridden which resulted in failure to
provide adequate attention to her children. Her mother’s health began to deteriorate when *Hlengiwe was three years old. Her father was unemployed
and earned a living through performing menial jobs if ever he was lucky to
get one. *Hlengiwe couldn’t get the motherly and fatherly love she deserved
like any other young girl.
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Following
death
of
*Hlengiwe’s mother, her
father began to abuse alEach child
cohol and drugs to an exand young
tent that
*Hlengiwe
person grows
would be left alone withup with the
out adult supervision.
bonds they
She would go round the
need to beneighbourhood looking
come their
for food and when lucky,
strongest
she would get neighbours who would assist.
selves.
Her father began to engage in crime and was
arrested on numerous occasions. One of her worst memory she shared with
her SOS mother was seeing her father being arrested for not wearing a face
mask. ‘The police took him away’ says *Hlengiwe as she explained to her SOS
mother Ivy. Another sorry situation which she experienced was physical violence her father always fought with other tenants and one of the incidents
ended up with him being hospitalized for a long time as a result of injuries
suffered during the fights. This affected *Hlengiwe psychologically as visibly
noticed at the time of her placement at SOS Children’s Village.
A community child care worker reported the matter to the department of social development to intervene. Contact was made with SOS Children’s Villages
and it was agreed that **Hlengiwe be admitted and reunited with her brother who had been placed at a close by children’s home. This was a great reunion, and the day they were brought into the , *Hlengiwe was clinging to her
brother the only familiar person she could identify with.
The first day at the village was a defining moment for **Hlengiwe and her
brother. Her SOS mother welcomed them with love and immediately led them
to their new home. During her first days in the family **Hlengiwe was not interested in playing with other children serve for her brother. She also feared
adults especially her new siblings in the house. As time went by, **Hlengiwe
slowly began to open up. Today she is well settled and adapted to her new
surroundings. Thanks to the love, care and support she received from her SOS
family.
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Combating COVID 19’S Effects on Vulnerable Children

While PPEs, tests, support for health care workers, and efforts to mitigate
transmission and treat the disease are critical, there is need for support for
vulnerable children and their families. Families may have less access to immunizations and well-child visits. Parents and other family members may
lose jobs or be ill, or they may be less able to access drugs or other treatment for chronic diseases, which will affect children. Young people are
greatly affected by social distancing because peer support as relationships
are especially important for adolescents. All of this has created stress and
additional vulnerability for families and more so children.
SOS Children’s Villages in Zimbabwe adopted strategies to protect vulnerable children and ensure that their needs are met during this pandemic.
SOS Children’s Villages has already been delivering targeted support to
programmes around the country, including protection, hygiene, and access
to e-learning. To carry on this work and support even more children and
families we call on individuals, communities, corporates, philanthropists,
government and all stakeholders to step up to our collective responsibility
of caring for vulnerable children.
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A Village of Hope
**Kudakwashe lost both her parents at the age of
8. She was still too young to understand how her
life had drastically changed the day she lost her
mother. Despite losing both parents at a young
age, she felt an element of protection because she
had 5 siblings. She was placed in SOS Children’s
Villages , Bindura location in 1988 together with 4
of her siblings.
*Kudakwashe narrates her upbringing in SOS Children’s Villages and says it was one of the best experiences of her life. She talks about her SOS
house mother, Mrs. Nyamupokoto with such a beam on her face. “She made us
laugh, she was known for her unique loud voice. We still talk about her to this
day”. Progressing to the youth houses then, felt like such an achievement, being able to budget for groceries and toiletries from the age of 13 was interesting and looking back, it was a lifetime lesson. The independence which came
with living in youth houses was amazing, possibly my favourite years in SOS
Children’s Villages because it taught me independence and gave me time to reflect on what l really wanted out of life,” she narrates.
“I remember my birthday celebrations, l loved sharing those memories with
my friends and family. My fondest memory was performing whether drama
majorettes or traditional dances. l was a leader in most of the dances. Beyond
the basic needs SOS Children’s Villages focuses on the thrust and warmth of
strong human connections. I have amazing relationships with most of my SOS
siblings 20+ years later.”
*Kuda expresses gratitude to God for being the anchor in her life. She is currently a director of sales for one of the leading hotels chains in the world, and
based in London. She truly believes that when one believes in themselves, they
can achieve almost anything obviously with the support of others.”
As a care leaver, *Kuda has offered ,mentorship services to children under he
care of SOS Children’s Villages through video online sessions. “It comes naturally I am a big sister to the vulnerable children this is why I am giving back.
Who best can be a role model to them other than another child like me who
grew up in SOS Children’s Village”, she concluded.
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Celebrating some milestones
One of our careleavers a qualified
chef acquired a
mobile trailer for
his cartering
business

Treehouse installed
for the kindergarten
children in the farming community of
Maizelands

Our very own Graduates
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SOS Children’s Villages 2021 in Pictures
Giving Hands

Staff and Girls receiving the sanitary pads donated
by The Period Company

Children pose for a picture with sweets donated by Crystal Candy Zimbabwe

We celebrated children

We participated at the Zimpapers TV Network
talk show programme on giving children a
fighting chance
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We spent time at one of our villages with
79 year old retired mother– mhamha
Dzapasi

Retired mother, Mubvumbi at the
traditional lobola day for one of
the children she raised

We celebrated the
wedding of one of
our Social Workers—Charles Gozho

Board Chairman & Management Team receiving National Responsible Business
Award in the Social Impact
category, from the Deputy
Minister of Industry & Commerce
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Best wishes for a

wonderful Holiday
Season and a New
Year filled with love,
family and friendship

As we sailed through the turbulences of the COVID-19 pandemic this year, let us open our hearts and remember a
vulnerable child this Christmas! To donate call 0242 746451-3
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SPECIAL THANK YOU!!
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BUILD A

VILLAGE
OF

HOPE
To donate simply use details below

No Child Should grow up alone!
Suite 27 2nd Floor
Mon Repos, Newlands
P.O. Box HG766
Highlands, Harare
Phone: +263 0242 746451-3
Fax: +263 0242 746454
E-mail: patience.chideu@sos-zimbabwe.org
sponsorship@sos-zimbabwe.org
Follow us on Twitter:@sos_zimbabwe, Instagram: sos_zimbabwe
Facebook: SOS Children’s Villages Zimbabwe
YouTube: SOS Children’s Villages Zimbabwe-SOS CVZ
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