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A note from our
National Director
Dear SOSCVZ Friends and Stakeholders
The rapid spread of the COVID-19 virus has led authorities
to take necessary measures to ensure citizens’ health and
safety. SOS Children’s Villages’ Zimbabwe staff is committed to take all possible steps to protect children and assist families in vulnerable situations. The emergence of the
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has transformed the
world as we know it. Many of us are worried with all the
uncertainties it brings. Despite the COVID-19 crisis affecting our country and the world at large, SOS Children’s Villages Zimbabwe has taken proactive and preventive
measures to ensure vulnerable children, young people and
families get the support they need during the pandemic.
Over the last few months, the children and young people
have continued to adapt to the changes linked with the pandemic. SOS families adhere to the preventive measures and
guidance put in place by the World Health Organisation
and the local authority. Everyday children and young people are sensitised about coronavirus and
how to protect themselves and others. SOS Children’s Villages Zimbabwe knows that each child
needs someone to be there, to care for them, to listen to, comfort them, and to support them as
they grow. “ I would like to thank all our stakeholders and sponsors for being with us during this
difficult time. We saw a number of sponsors coming on board to support the more than 500 children under our care during the better half of the year. With the beautiful smile on the children’s
faces comes hope. We truly appreciate your thoughtfulness!
The enclosed articles in this newsletter highlight the impact of our stakeholders’ and sponsors’
support on children and families during a particularly challenging year. We continue to call on
corporates, communities and individuals to action. Let us step up to our collective responsibility
of caring for vulnerable children! Together we can ensure that every child is empowered to succeed in our rapidly changing world. We hope the stories of families and children whose lives
were transformed through our work will brighten your days!

Addmore Makunura – National Director
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Honourable Minister Prof. Mavhima’s
Visit to SOS Children’s Village—Bindura
On Thursday 3 June 2021, the Minister of Public Service, Labour and Social Welfare, Honourable Professor Paul Mavhima toured SOS Children’s Villages Bindura location.
The Minister visited 3 out of the 15 houses which accommodates a number of children aged between 1
-18 years. The Minister interacted with SOS mothers and children under care at SOS Children’s Villages
Zimbabwe—SOSCVZ Bindura village. He had breakfast in one of the village houses. Some of children
shared their aspirations in life as well as their experience under the care of SOSCVZ.
The SOSCVZ Board Chairman, Reverend Mancama expressed his gratitude to the parent Ministry for
continued support, he however highlighted challenges SOSCVZ has been facing in obtaining civil status
documents for the children. He highlighted that 90 children under the care of SOSCVZ did not have
birth certificates despite applications having been submitted to the responsible authority. Honourable.
Mavhima assured Reverend Mancama that he would look into the matter as “No eligible Zimbabwean
should be left without citizenship”. He impressed that it was every Zimbabwean’s right to have civil status.
Honourable Mavhima concluded the tour by having lunch prepared by SOS Mothers at Bindura village.
The Minister echoed that it was his wish to see the SOSCVZ’s engineering training centre fully operational and expressed his wish to see SOSCVZ children excel even after leaving care. The Honourable
Minister was accompanied on the tour by Department of Social Development Deputy Director, Mr. Zimhunga, the Director of Finance and Administration and two senior officials from the Department of3 Social Development.

Chinese Embassy—strengthening the fight against
Covid-19 in SOS Children’s Villages

Mrs. Feng (Managing Director—Chinese Embassy) officially handing over PPEs to Mr.
Ronald Chitiyo (Financial Controller—SOSCVZ)
The Chinese Embassy, through their Managing Director Mrs. Feng, donated 6 000 masks,
100 bottles of hand sanitizers, 30 bottles of disinfectant and 10 temperature measuring
guns to help SOSCVZ fight Covid-19 in our villages. “We are humbled by the work SOS
is committed to and we as the Chinese Embassy would like to make our contribution and
help ensure that vulnerable children under your care have PPEs for their protection and
safety” highlighted Mrs. Feng. Mr. Chitiyo received the consignment on behalf of SOS
Children’s Villages Zimbabwe on the 28th of June 2021. On behalf of the SOS Children’s
Villages Zimbabwe Board, staff and children under care, Mr. Chitiyo extended heart -felt
gratitude to the Chinese Embassy for their commitment in making SOSCVZ realize the
vision of building families for children in need. He further expressed that the work of
SOSCVZ is made possible by the support of corporates, communities, Embassies and
in4
dividuals. “it takes a village to raise a child”, he concluded.

Sky is the limit for our care leaver— Gift Dzorai
Some care leavers experience
challenges when integrating
from care into the community
and some end up homeless.
However, Gift Dzorai’s experience was different. When he
was exited from care at the age
of 19 years , he had a fair transition to emerging adulthood.
Three things that kept him going and helped him to successfully settle in the community
are a network of social support, personal capacities and
positive relationships. “The
support and love SOSCVZ has
given me, made becoming an independent adult a much smoother and more comfortable process,”
he said.
After completing his Sociology degree in 2016, SOSCVZ presented him with an opportunity to
be a part of a research team. “SOS Children’s Villages Zimbabwe facilitated a research on young
people who had left alternative care, their well-being but mostly focusing on employability,” Gift
said. “That is where my passion for advocating for care leavers was born. The situations I saw
care leavers confronted with on a daily basis were troubling” he said.
Gift was admitted as a baby at SOSCVZ Waterfalls location from Marondera. Growing up his
role model was Napoleon Bonaparte. “I have been mentored by Professor Mike Stein and one of
SOSCVZ co-workers, Kelvin Nyamudeza” said Gift. The love and support he got empowered
him immensely and he also managed to acquire various skills during his stay in care.
Gift has fond memories of when the Zimbabwe Cricket National Team visited the village in
2003. He remembers hitting a 6 out of Tatenda Taibu’s balling which left Tatenda Taibu in
shock. Gift says the visit from the Cricket team left him inspired. He also related how the Zimbabwe Football team visited Waterfalls village and thereafter secured 12 seats for SOSCVZ children to watch a match at National Sports stadium. Gift impressed that it is important for celebrities and people of influence to make time and share their experiences with vulnerable children as
most draw inspiration from them
SOSCVZ also empowered Gift enough to take up space in the community. Gift is the current National Director of the Zimbabwe National Care leavers Network a support network dedicated to
empower and motivate care leavers, build peer support for care leavers, sharing experiences and
influencing policies. He also sits on the USAID Global Care Council, with other 10 young leaders who were chosen because of their advocacy work in care. Gift expressed his gratitude to the5
SOSCVZ donors and sponsors for supporting the cause of children. To corporates he says, “ In
spite of various operational challenges it still takes a village to raise a child!”

We celebrated Mother’s Day
The Story of SOS Mother, umama Sylvia Busisiwe Mlalazi
Sylvia is a loving mother of 9 children, including 2 toddlers and 4 youths at SOS Children’s
Villages Zimbabwe (SOSCVZ) Bulawayo village. She believes that she has blessed hands
that everything she touches turns out to be fruitful. She says that she is used to being a mother
and that her job is a calling from God. “This job
was a calling!

Umama Mamlalazi in her house holding one of her children

I was staying in Harare with my 3 biological
children. I was in a train travelling to Bulawayo
and we passed through SOS children’s village. I
told myself that I’d love to work there. I didn’t
even know what kind of place it was at the time.
I then enquired about the place and I was told
that it was an orphanage. My then pastor who
was a board member of SOSCVZ then encouraged me to apply for a job there and I landed
the job. It was a difficult decision to make because my husband had just passed on. I left my
biological children in my mother’s care and
came to SOSCVZ to serve as an SOS mother”,
Sylvia said. She has been with SOSCVZ for 21
years and has raised 19 children in total . “10
children have left my care. I am in constant
contact with some of them”.

Known for her baking skills, she imparts this skill to her children. She also teaches them gardening skills.
“We have a vegetable garden which we work on with the children for our own vegetable supply. We also
have a maize field which we have just harvested”, said Sylvia. She is strong, caring and committed. She
says these children have become a part of her and its always difficult to deal with her feelings when the
children leave the SOSCVZ village. The attachment she has with her children is real and strong. She narrated how one of her children, Mildred, was reunited with her grandmother and had to leave SOSCVZ. “It was
so heart-breaking when she left in 2017. I cried and was so sad, but it’s something that had to happen and
was in the best interest of the child to reunify with her biological relatives.” Integrating a new child within
the family is a bit difficult but doable. “Children are my first priority, I sit down with the rest of the family
to prepare them for a new sibling. I also make sure I establish trust with the new child so that they are comfortable enough,” said Sylvia.
Like any mother, she wants to see her kids flourish but sometimes the challenges she faces are beyond her
control. The issue of access to documentation specifically birth certificates for the children is a huge challenge because it limits her children’s participation in important activities at school. “I am appealing to the
relevant authorities to assist in improving access to documentation so that our children are not affected or
left out of important extra-curricular activities at school.” Sylvia prides herself with raising stars. She has
raised kids who excel in school and also sports. “My children have excelled in sport as you can see all these
medals. I have also raised children who have become, Doctors, Engineers, Consultants, Accountants,
among other professions, she beamed. I wouldn’t have raised these successful children without the support
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of SOSCVZ donors and sponsors. I am so grateful to SOS sponsors and donors for all the work that they are
doing. If it weren’t for them, we wouldn’t have transformed the lives of the vulnerable children under our
care,” she said.

Transforming & Strengthening Families
Vulnerability deprives children of
something as simple as choice but
through SOSCVZ’s family strengthening program, Ntombikayise’s children have been granted the power of
choice- to acquire an education. Ishmael had no option but to miss
school for years because her single
mother could not afford to take him
and his little brother to school.
Ntombikayise is a single mother of
two boys Ishmael (15) and Wisdom
(10). She was unemployed and could
not afford to continue paying for her
children’s school fees until SOSCVZ
came to her rescue. SOSCVZ settled
all accrued primary school fees from
Ishmael’s school, he managed to collect his grade 7 results and is now
enrolled for form 1 at a local high
school in Magwegwe. SOSCVZ also enrolled Wisdom for grade 1 at the age of 10 because he had never
been to school.
“I want to thank SOSCVZ because I thought my child’s education had gone to the dogs. I had lost all hope
and thought my child would end up herding cattle in the rural areas but SOSCVZ gave me hope. My children are now in school and Ishmael dreams of becoming a builder or a doctor. I am so thankful that my kids
have a future now that they are in school,” Ntombikayise said.
SOSCVZ not only put Ntombikayise’s children in school but also supported her to start a project to sustain
her livelihood. SOSCVZ took Ntombikayise and other 29 people for pine gel production training, provided
them with ingredients to make their own stock for resale. “I joined this pine gel production project because I
wanted to be self sustaining so that I could be able to provide for my children.” After the training she made
30 litres of pine gel and has sold 10 litres to date in Magwegwe at US$1, for a 400ml bottle. “I am now able
to provide food for my kids because of this project. I am so grateful to SOSCVZ for empowering me to be
able to sustain my family. Vulnerable children have dreams too!” she concluded.

7

Touching story of Karara Primary School
Through our Family
Strengthening programme,
Karara Primary School located in Mashonaland Central
Province was identified as a
school in desperate need. The
school established in 2017
has a total enrolment of 196
children aged between 5 to 14
years. Since its establishment
Karara Primary school has
had zero pass rate for grade
seven ZIMSEC results.
The school had four make shift dilapidated shed structures which
served as classrooms for the little ones with two grades sharing one
shed structure and a teacher. Most of the children literally attended
lessons sitting on bear ground and the few on logs, with some having walked 10 km to attend school. When SOSCVZ arrived at the school the sight was heart breaking. As long as children are in these situations, we take action. We will not just standby as
we believe in a world where children grow with love, respect and security!
We spoke to the Acting School Headmaster Mr. Wonder who advised that one of the dilapidated
shed structures had since been condemned as it was nearing collapse. The ECD A and B grades
were therefore forced to attend class under a
tree. He expressed that there were a lot of
challenges at the school as pupils during rainy
seasons had to be dismissed early when
clouds started forming in the sky, it was also
difficult for one teacher to take two classes at
the same time.
Touched by the plight of the little ones
SOSCVZ constructed a classroom block for
the pupils at Karara Primary School. Youths
within the community were contracted to put up
the structure under the mentorship of a skilled
constructor. This initiative supported the youths
to generate their own income to support their
families and lead an independent life as contributing members of the society. The youths also
gained an essential technical skill of building during the process. It is humbling that as SOSCVZ
we impacted on the lives of the 196 children at
Karara Primary School in Shamva. We build families for children in need, we help them
8
shape their own futures and we share in the development of their communities .

SOSCVZ 2021 Chairman’s Award

From Left: Mr. Addmore Makunura-SOSCVZ National Director giving a standing ovation to Herman Gmeiner Primary School
(HGPS) Waterfalls’ Head boy and Head girl as they receive a shield for best grade 7, 2020 results of all three of our HGPS, as
the SOSCVZ Board Chairman Reverend Boyman Vincent Mancama shares a congratulatory message

The SOSCVZ Board and Management in its endeavors to recognize the hard work of educators from
all its Herman Gmeiner educational facilities held the Chairman’s Award on 10 April 2021. The special awards recognized all Herman Gmeiner Primary Schools for their 2020 grade 7 examinations’
exceptional performance, with HGPS Waterfalls being awarded the overall best performer for 2020,
with an overall pass rate of 98%.
In his remarks at the occasion the SOSCVZ Board Chairman, Reverend Mancama expressed
SOSCVZ indebtedness to all Herman Gmeiner educators, “Our thankfulness goes to all educators and
parents for their strong efforts and support in promoting the complex personal development of the
young people in our schools, in preparing them for a future career, and mostly, in upbringing their
young personalities with a faithful mind and open heart”. He highlighted that one of SOSCVZ mandate was to ensure children’s fundamental right to education is met. The SOSCVZ Board Chairman
also took the opportunity to congratulate three children from Waterfalls village including a set of
twins who excelled in their 2020 grade 7 examinations and presented a token of appreciation to all the
three children.
The event was attended by SOSCVZ Board of Governors, management, School Development Com9
mittee representatives, educators from Herman Gmeiner educational facilities, SOS mother representative and student representatives from all three Herman Gmeiner Primary schools.

Honourable Modi donates to vulnerable children
in the midst of the COVID-19 Pandemic

Thank you Honourable Raj Modi, Deputy Minister of Industry and Commerce for your generous donation of face
masks, hand sanitizers, mealie meal and rice to SOS Children's Villages Zimbabwe— Bulawayo Village. Story in pictures.

SOSCVZ Bridging the digital divide
More than a year into the COVID-19 pandemic and education
of children under our care is greatly affected.
As SOSCVZ we commit to supporting children
to continue with their education despite all
odds and also investing in their future. SOSCVZ
realised that the sudden move to online learning perpetuated by the pandemic would mean
that most children from vulnerable backgrounds are left behind. Hence, SOSCVZ for the
benefit of learners under care at all three villages in Zimbabwe (Bindura, Bulawayo and Waterfalls) established computer hubs to enable children access to e-learning during the COVID-19
induced national lockdowns. Further investment through well wishers into more computers, Wi-Fi sub-
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What is the impact of the pandemic on children and
young people?
Families that are already under pressure, are at greater risk of falling apart due to the increased likelihood of child abuse and violence, the additional burden when families are dependent on daily wages usually
from vending, or the absence or loss of primary caregivers.
The protection and mental wellbeing of these children is threatened because measures to contain COVID
-19 have a huge impact on daily routines, which increase anxiety and distress. In some situations, children
may see family members become ill or die from the virus.
Education is disrupted and finding employment is a challenge when access to education and mentorship
are only possible with digital technology - something that many vulnerable children are unable to access.

What are we doing to help children and young people during this crisis?
1. We ensure the health & safety of children, young people & caregivers through WaSH training and raising awareness
2. The coronavirus pandemic and the necessary measures to contain the virus, multiply pressure on already vulnerable families, placing children at even greater risk by increasing the likelihood of child abuse and violence,
and add a greater burden to families dependent on daily wages who can now longer put food on the table. In
addition, children risk losing their primary caregivers, which, in many cases, is their grandparents.

We support families at risk of collapsing by working with communities to provide social support
and essential services, support livelihoods and income generation, as well as to continue monitoring and
providing alternative care arrangements where appropriate and in the best interests of the child.
3. The general feeling of insecurity and instability due to changing daily routines due to COVID-19 response
measures, affects children, causes increased anxiety and distress - especially children who have already experienced neglect, abandonment, abuse and exploitation. In countries heavily affected by the virus, children may
have already witnessed deaths in their families.
We provide psychosocial support and alternative care where necessary for children and families at risk.
In addition, we work with and strengthen local child protection committees to raise awareness and direct
support to those in need.
4. Education is crucial for vulnerable children and young people to grow strong and become self-reliant. However,
in this crisis, access to education is an enormous challenge with homeschooling using virtual tools being the
only solution. Often, the vulnerable children we focus on have limited or no access to the necessary virtual tools
and technology infrastructure to continue learning.
We provide digital mentoring and education, as well as safe spaces for online mentorship to support continued learning during the COVID-19 crisis.
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Special thank you!!

We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to the above mentioned friends of
SOS Children’s Villages Zimbabwe for their commitment in 2021 to making our
organization realize the vision of building families for children in need.
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We need your help!
Together with our sponsors and partners, we will build on established development programmes to offer support to vulnerable children, their families and communities
and strengthen the resilience of those who need it most.

No Child Should grow up alone!
27 Mon Repos Building , Newlands Shopping Centre
P.O. Box HG766
Highlands, Harare
Zimbabwe
Phone: +263 0242 746451-3
Fax: +263 0242 746454
E-mail: patience.chideu@sos-zimbabwe.org
sponsorship@sos-zimbabwe.org

THANK YOU FOR READING!!!
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